
413CHAPTER  17  •  Juveniles and Corrections

Note: The Violent Crime Index includes the offenses of murder and non-negligent manslaughter, rape, 
robbery, and aggravated assault. The Property Crime Index includes the offenses of burglary, larce-
ny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson. Running away from home and curfew and loitering violations 
are not presented in this figure because, by definition, only juveniles can be arrested for these offenses.

*The new definition of rape went into effect in 2013. The revised definition expands rape to include 
both male and female victims and reflects the various forms of sexual penetration understood to be 
rape, especially nonconsenting acts of sodomy and sexual assaults with objects.

Source: National Institute of Justice (2015b).

FIGURE 17.1    �Juvenile Proportion of Arrests  
by Offense, 2014
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  THE EXTENT OF DELINQUENCY
Figure 17.1 shows the juvenile proportion of all reported arrests in 2014. Juveniles 
(youths under 18) accounted for 11% of all violent-crime arrests and 15% of all property 
crime arrests. Figures such as these are troubling, but antisocial behavior is normative 
(although not welcome) for juveniles; juveniles who do not engage in it are statistically 
abnormal (Moffitt & Walsh, 2003). Adolescence is a time when youths are “feeling their 
oats” and temporarily fracturing parental bonds in their own personal declaration of 
independence. Looking at data from 12 different countries, Junger-Tas (1996) concluded 
that delinquent behavior is a part of growing up and that the peak ages for different 
types of crimes were similar across all countries (16–17 for property crimes and 18–20 
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